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NCA Cave Talk

Parbara Munson, Coordinator
1026 Ba1.Jroral Drive
Signal Mountain, TN 37377

NATIONAL CAVES ASSOCIATION

December

(615) 886-2995

30, 1975

MID-WINTER

MEETING

NCA's one-day Mid-Winter Meeting will be on Sunday,
February 29th, at the Dupont Plaza Hotel in Miami, Florida.
This will be just prior to the NAAP Seminar.
Additional
details in the next NCA CAVE TALK.
Literature and Enrollment Forms for the 2nd Annual National
Attractions and Amusement Parks Seminar are enclosed.
This
Seminar will begin at 7:00 PM Sunday, February 29th (r~ght
after our NCA Mid-Winter Meeting) and continue through noon
March 3rd. Dupont Plaza Hotel Reservation Cards are also

NAAP SEMINAR

This Seminar, sponsored by the Discover America
will cover a wide range of topics of interest to

enclosed.
Institute,

each NCA member.
Work shops and a behind-the-scenes
tour of
the Miami Seaquarium will be included.
We'll be sending you
the schedule a little later .•••
PLANNING

COMMITTEE

DATO's Bill Toohey appointed Clara Heideman to be a member of
the planning committee for the 1976 National Attractions and
Amusement

Parks

SKYLINE CAVERN's

CARLOS WINE

aggressive"

Seminar.

Carlos Wine has been found to have a "very

form of lung cancer ..•not operable ...the doctors

are going to try cobalt.

This developed

very quickly

Carlos had been deer hunting in November and climbing
in December to put up Christmas decorations.
He went

as
ladders
into

the hospital December lOth. Tom Gibson says they will be
glad to transmit any cards or well wishes to him.
JIM SCHERMERHORN

NCA CAVE TALK has been advised
Schermerhorn,

gravely
LEGISLATIVE

CONFERENCE

that former NCA member Jim

HURRICANERIVER CAVE, Harrison,

Arkansas,

is

ill with cancer.

NCA Legislative Committee members, headed by Chairman Tom
Gibson, will meet with the Department of Transportation on
Monday, January 26th. Many hours of hard work have gone
into bringing this meeting about.

GOALS TASK FORCE

At the annual

meeting

NSS NEWS ARTICLE

Each of you will want

the need was expressed

to define

and

clarify the present and future NCA goals.
Mike Rooney, CAVE
OF THE MOUNDS, was asked to head a GOALS TASK FORCE of the
Regional Directors to begin this study. An advance report
and questionaire will be in a future NCA CAVE TALK.
to read Nick Noe's

article

"Commercial

Cave Etiquette" in the December 1975 NSS NEWS. This thoughtful article also announces the formation of the NSS-NCA
liaison subcommittee.

•

Watch Playboy Magazine

PLAYBOY
AIRPORT

OPERATION

for mention

of LAKE SHASTA CAVERNS.

In addition to the airport at PENN's CAVE, Russ Schleiden has
taken over the operation of Mid State Airport at Phillipsburg,
Pennsylvania.

NSS LIAISON

The National Speleological Society has appointed Bev FunkFeldstein as liaison to the NCA to help form a closer
association

between

the two organizations.

If you wish

to

contact the NSS or Bev, her address is: Bev Funk-Feldstein,
1896 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215, or phone (513)
733-4386 (heme) or (513) 721-7135 (work).
ECONOMIC

IMPACT UPDATE

August:

Thirteen

operations

reported

increases

averaging

27.96% and seven reported decreases averaging 7.07%.
It was
interesting to note the decreases for August were mostly
from different

operations

than those having

decreases

in

July,
September:

Labor Day in August hurt a number of caves.

Fifteen members reported decreases averaging 15.55%, two
reported break-evens,
and six reported increases averaging

9.01%. One cave reported an unusual
effort.
October:

Thirteen

operations

increase due to a special

reported

increases

averaging

18.00%.
Twelve reported decreases averaging 12.48% (one was
as high as 38%:). Poor weather on weekends was cited as the
chief reason for the decreases.
November:
One reported a decrease of 8.86%.
Two were closed
for the season and eighteen reported increases averaging
25.80% (one increase was 110%, others were in the 60's,
three were in the 30's and three more were in the 20's .••)
Let's hope December will be as good: •......
December

THE YEARS PASS

Impact

Cards

are enclosed.

As friends we have shared the joys and sorrows of 1975 - it
is our hope these bonds of friendship will help eaeh of us
to face the challenges of 1976 ..•..

o
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The Second Annual

National Attractions
and Amusement Parks
Seminar
February 29 - March 3, 1976

•

aworldof fun

Miami, Florida

FACT SHEET

OBJECTIVES
The National Attractions and Amusement Parks Seminar is jointly developed by
Discover America Travel Institute, the educational extension of Discover America Travel
Organizations, and the International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions,
the trade organization representing the permanent, outdoor amusement facilities industry.
Bringing together executives of large and small attractions and amusement parks from
all sections of the country, the two-and-a-half day seminar is dedicated to broadening
their understanding of marketing, governmental affairs, and research. A faculty of
professionals in the attractions, amusement parks, and tourism fields will present a
curriculum designed to increase the expertise of industry personnel. All owners,
managers, or other designated staff of attractions and amusement parks and related
agencies and organizations are eligible to attend.
P1ROLLMENT
Tuition for the National Attractions and Amusement Parks Seminar is $125 per
delegate and $75 per spouse. This fee includes the full seminar curriculum, and all
functions and meals scheduled as part of the two-and-a-half day session (three breakfasts, three luncheons, two dinners, and three receptions). Partial registration fee
is $50 per day. Payment in full should accompany all applications for registration.
Make checks payable, and mail to:
Discover America Travel Institute
1100 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 920
Washington, D.C. 20036
On-site registration will be held from 1 :00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Sunday, February
29 and will continue from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Monday, March 1, in the Dupont Plaza
Hotel.
ACCOMMODATIONS
Host property for the seminar is the Dupont Plaza Hotel located in Miami, Florida.
A sp~cial room rate is provided at $24.00/sing1e and $27.00/double per day, plus 4%
F10rlda sales tax .. Reservations must be made directly with the hotel, by returning the
enclosed postage-pald business reply card. Confirmations of your reservations will also
be sent direct to you from the hotel. All lodging and related charges are to be paid
by the individual delegate upon departure from the hotel.

TRANSPORTATION
Miami International Airport is served by all major air carriers within the United
States. Upon arrival at the airport, limousine service to the host hotel is available
at approximately $2.00 per person; taxi service for up to five persons is approximately
$6.00. Rental cars may be obtained at the airport, at the hotel, and at the new Port
of Miami.
PROGRAM
The seminar program officially opens on Sunday, February 29, with a welcome
reception and dinner at 7:00 p.m. in the Dupont Plaza Hotel. It extends through the
close of luncheon on Wednesday, March 3.
Program curriculum is being developed by a committee comprised of executives
representing attractions and amusement parks, on the basis of topics recommended by
delegates to the 1975 seminar. Therefore, every subject pertains to your business and
will provide you with ideas and opportunities to increase your profitability. Workshops will be an integral part of the seminar, assuring delegates a forum to discuss
individual concerns with guest speakers from a variety of interests in the attractions
industry.
Also included in the program is a behind-the-scenes tour of the renowned Miami
Seaquarium, followed by an informal session with this attraction's executives who will
be available to answer specific questions and provide firsthand information pertinent
to individual attractions and amusement parks businesses.
To.complement your working schedule, the Dupont Plaza Hotel has facilities for
numerous leisure activities, including two fresh water pools, a health spa, and charter
boats for deep sea fishing. Weather is pleasantly warm at this time of year, so appropriate casual dress is recommended.

NATIONAL
CAVES
ASSOCIATION
Barbara Munson, Secretary.Treasurer
IC26
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To:

NCA Regional Directors

From:

E. J.

Rooney,

Chairman

NCA Goals Task Force
Dear

At the annual meeting of the National Caves Association in October the need
was expressed to define and clarify the present and future goals of our
organization.

An informal

listing

list was to be exp nded as members

of ideas was begun during

had opportunity

the meeting

- this

to give the matter more thought.

The Regional Directors were asked to make additional suggestions and I was asked
to combine and compile these thoughts into a report and listing of suggested goals.
Through the NCA CAVE TALK members would be asked to make comments on the report
and assign priorities to the listed goals.
It is hoped the final report can be
completed for consideration at the Mid-Winter Meeting.
A list of the points

mentioned

during

the convention

session

is enclosed.

These

were not fully formed ideas nor were they listed in any order of importance - they
were listed and recorded to stimulate further thinking.
I've also asked Barbara
to include a listing of the Objectives and Purposes as stated in the NCA Constitution

and By-Laws.

I'm sure you will want

to make

some additions

reflecting

the needs of your particular Region.
What would you and those in your Region like
to get from participation in the Association and its meetings?
What should
prospective new members expect to get from their association with the NCA? How
can we practice Conservation?
What responsibilities do we have to the people who
visit

our caves?

We'll all be busy with Christmas
minutes

plans, but I hope you'll give this matter

of your time and let us have your

Sincerely,
~o~Q~~

EJR/bcm
Enclosure
Return Envelope

thinking

as soon as possible.

a few

The goal statements

mentioned

during

the Convention

1.

Increase the weight

2.

Use Regional Directors more.

3.

Improve NCA's image.

4.

Increase

5.

Preservation

6.

Increase NCA membership.

7.

Soft-sell

attendance

8.

session:

(or clout) of NCA nationally.
(possible responsibilities?)

(with whom?)
at meetings

and conservation

our commercial

commitment

discussion

and visitations

to other

of caves.

interests as a way of affirming

to environmental

caves.

our

values.

Increase the exchange of information

between ourselves

and

other organizations.

Objectives
A.
B.

and Purposes

D.
E.

F.

who own, manage

or operate

recognized

caves

or

caverns.

To promote conservation and preservation of all caves, and to
protect visitors in the use thereof.
To compile, preserve and publish cooperative data, technical and
promotional,
for member caves.
To cooperate in securing rational legislation for the advancement,
promotion, and protection of cave operators--to protect owners and
users thereof against unjust or unreasonable
legislation, and to

secure the enactment of proper ordinances and regulations pertaining
thereto.
To promote and encourage the development of a spirit of cooperation
and courtesy

G.

and By-Laws.

To promote interest and attendance at Member Caves.
To promote and maintain a National organization of persons or
corporations

C.

as stated in the NCA Constitution

Generally

among cave operators.

to maintain

own or are interested

the rights and priviledges
in promoting

caves.

of all persons who

